LIFE OF VIJAYKRISHNA
and the plants, the tanks and the streams, and to awaken
the spiritual forces lying dormant in them. He infused
new life into the cycle of festivals, which were year after
year celebrated in the Divine City (Pun) from time
immemorial. Within a short period Jatiya Baba—by
which name the Master was generally addressed by the
Pandas and the people of Pun-became the central
spiritual personality of the sacred city and began in silence
to exercise a degree of influence and authority unheard of
after Mahaprabhu Sri Chaitanya.
While Goswami Vijaykrishna, at. the command of the .
Beloved Lord of his soul, was thus engaged in the mission
of diffusing spirituality on thoroughly constructive lines
and establishing the reign of Troth and Love among all
classes of people in one of the holiest centres of religious
culture in India, the municipal authorities decided upon an
act' of cruelty and violence to animal life on a gigantic
scale, which pained his noble and loving heart so deeply
that he could not help interfering in the matter. The
Chairman of the Municipality, with the a}3proval of the
commissioners, passed orders for the general massacre of
monkeys within the municipal area, on the ground that
they created lots of trouble and nuisance in the town. To
all men of sincerely moral and religious temperament,
respect for life and abstention from cruelty and violence
is one of the most essential principles of morality and
religion. But the municipal authorities perhaps suffered
from no such moral and religious scruples.
Struggle for self-preservation and self-aggrandisement
at the expense of others, the destruction of the weak and
the survival of the strong; affection for the members of
the same stock and hostile attitude towards those of others,
'—all these may appear to be the natural laws of life in the
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